The detailed ESPC4 2022 Conference Programme is coming soon
The 4th European Sustainable Phosphorus Conference (ESPC4) will be the biggest phosphorus
stakeholder meeting globally for 4 years (since ESPC3 Helsinki, with 300 participants from 30
countries, see SCOPE Newsletter n°127).
ESPC4, Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st June 2022, will be followed by PERM5, the 5th Phosphorus in
Europe Research Meeting, Wednesday, 22nd June 2022 (summary of PERM4, June 2021, online,
coming soon here).
ESPC4 was Covid-cancelled from 2020, and so in 2022 Vienna will offer the first major opportunity
“after” - hopefully - the pandemic, for Europe and the world’s phosphorus community to come
together (industry, policy makers, scientists).
We know from past months that distance meetings can be effective whilst saving time and miles, and
international travel may still be difficult in 2022, so ESPC4 - PERM5 will be both physical and
accessible online.
For the 400 participants expected in Vienna, a strong accent will be on networking and meeting
one-another, facilitated by time in the programme, space and rooms at the venue and use of an
event app with a Chat function (integrating with the online Chat). This will enable direct personal
contacts through discussion and questions and the possibility to make contact with and propose
meetings with other participants in Vienna.
ESPC4 will particularly address:
 The current major developments in EU policy on nutrients: Green Deal target of 50% reduced nutrient
losses by 2030, revision of wastewater and sludge Directives, Circular Economy Action Plan, Critical Raw
Materials, Horizon Europe and the ‘Soil Health and Food’ Mission, the EU Integrated Nutrient Management
Action Plan;
 Update on full-scale roll-out of phosphorus recovery as Germany’s and Switzerland’s P-recovery
regulations move towards implementation;
 Regional, city and national phosphorus sustainability initiatives
 Climate change and phosphorus management: consequences of climate change on phosphorus losses
and eutrophication, impacts of nutrients and eutrophication on greenhouse gas emissions
PERM5 will discuss EU funding perspectives and industry needs for nutrient management R&D, with the
emphasis on discussion and networking (PERM5 will be also accessible online). PERM5 will be followed (tbc) by
a get-to-know and social session for nutrient-related Marie Curie projects and other nutrient research and young
scientist networks.
A new call for abstracts will be announced for ESPC4 in September and papers already accepted in 2020 will be reconsidered.
ESPC4 and PERM5 webpage: https://phosphorusplatform.eu/espc4

